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ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017
The Peace Research and Education Trust (PRET) has continued to support peace educa-
tion and research by making grants for a variety of educational projects, many associ-
ated with the First World War (WW1).  The Trustees are increasingly aware of the
growing militarisation of our society, in particular in education, from the encouraging
of the expansion of school cadet forces to the schemes to recruit and fast-track ex-
forces personnel into the teaching profession. PRET aims to provide peace educators
with tools to build a culture of peace in which war and the violent resolution of con-
flict become unthinkable. Our expectation is that schools will examine the causes and
effects of war and violence and foster the growth of a peaceful society based on free-
dom, justice and understanding among people.

The WW1 project and the Conscientious Objection Resource Centre
The Objecting to War project officer, Ben Copsey, completed his contract of two years
(funded by a Heritage Lottery Fund) and five months (funded by a grant from PRET) at
the end of June 2016. He has submitted a detailed report to PRET. The main aims of
the project have been achieved and in some cases surpassed.  A significant aim of the
project was to expand the volume and quality of information about the lives and expe-
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CO Project exhibition. Bruce Castle, Haringay.



riences of WW1 Conscientious Objectors (COs) and to store this in a readily accessible
manner. The aim was achieved largely through the outreach work of the Project Officer
who trained volunteers in research techniques and supervised their investigations.
Some volunteers came as individuals but most as groups from Local History Societies,
Local Studies Centres, Museums, Libraries and U3A so a very large number of people
across London were involved.  Many people were alerted to the possibilities by attend-
ing one of the many stimulating lectures on Conscientious Objection and Conscien-
tious Objectors which Ben gave across the wider London area, each lecture being
tailored to the specific area. The research continues and now covers the whole country.
It is directed and much of it undertaken by the WW1 Project Co-ordinator, Jan
Melichar. An impressive website, Remembering The Men who Said No, Conscientious
Objection 1916-1919, is the public face of the project.
The facilities at the Conscientious Objection Resource Centre continue to be ex-

panded.  The number of enquiries from the general public and researchers has greatly
increased and the Centre is known internationally.

The Education for Peace project
The part-time Education for Peace project officer, Peter Glasgow, completed his con-
tract at the end of July 2016 having made a very significant contribution to peace edu-
cation countrywide.  He established contact with a wide range of schools and
Universities, visiting many and developing specific materials and sessions. The Educa-
tion Section of the Peace Pledge Union (PPU) website has been greatly enhanced by
Peter who has contributed lesson plans consisting of PowerPoint presentations with
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We search for CO documents  high and low around the country.  Can you help?

“War discourse … operates as a strategy that partitions, separates and
compartmentalises knowledge, offering a highly seductive, militarised
grid through which to interpret the world.”

V Deer. The Ends Of War



presenter notes on a variety of topics. He has developed a new addition to the Educa-
tion section, Assemblies, which contains materials and activities suitable for assemblies
and classrooms. 
The Peace Education officer submitted written evidence on behalf of the PPU to the

Purpose and Quality of Education in England Inquiry organised by the House of Com-
mons Education Select Committee.  The submission emphasised the particular con-
cerns the PPU has about the creeping militarisation of the State Education System.  An
adapted version of the submission was published in the bi-monthly journal The Post-16
Educator. Although Peter ceased to be the PRET sponsored Education for Peace project
officer for PPU at the end of July 2017 he has continued to help PPU with peace edu-
cation work on a voluntary basis, visiting schools and contributing to Peace Education
Network meetings. The Education for Peace project officer has submitted a detailed re-
port on his work to PRET. 

Publications
Dissemination of the work of the Education for Peace project officer and the Objecting
to War project officer has largely been through the PPU websites.
The well-established and popular study pack Remembering War – Searching for Peace
has been extensively updated and reprinted.
Peace Education Network
The Education for Peace project officer, Peter Glasgow, has made a considerable contri-
bution to the activities of the Peace Education Network and found it a very worthwhile
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“This conscription is very bad. Was it absolutely necessary? My feeling is that a ma              
has no right to demand everything. There is much that is higher and better and gr              
too weak to be cosmopolitan. If a country cannot get along without a military con                
not on this account despair.”                                                                                                                                                                         
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forum for the sharing of ideas. The Network, which consists largely of full-time educa-
tion officers of the various national peace groups, meets three times a year for a busi-
ness session and a practical workshop. Peter will continue, on a voluntary basis, to be
active in the Peace Education Network on behalf of PPU.

Finance
The Trustees have been informed that the Trust will be receiving a legacy from the es-
tate of Irene Chamberlain.
No large donations have been received this year but, as always, the Trustees are very

grateful to all donors especially those committed donors who give regularly. Most
donors request that income tax be reclaimed on their donations enhancing their dona-
tion by 25% in most cases.

Monitoring of projects funded and grants
The Trustees receive regular reports from the PPU Co-ordinator on the progress of PPU
projects to which the Trust has made grants and both the Objecting to War project of-
ficer and the Education for Peace officer provided detailed reports when they com-
pleted their contracts. The Honorary Archivist reported on his attendance at two Peace
History Conferences in Leeds where he made fresh links with peace historians in other
parts of Britain as well as renewing his acquaintanceship with established historians
specialising in Conscientious Objection.
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             a man should die rather than be made a soldier against his will. One’s’ country
              d greater than one’s country. One is patriotic only because one is too small and
              conscription, it had better give  up—and let its children seek other ties. But I do
                                                                                                                                                                    Anthony Trollope at the time of the American Civil War



PRET approved grants totalling £9156.50 during the year as follows:
1. £2,000 to PPU as its annual contribution to the running of the CO Resource Centre and PRET agreed that this
should be increased to £3,000 per annum from April 2017.
2. £2,000 to PPU as its annual contribution to the cost of the on-going work on the archives and PRET agreed
that this should be increased to £3,000 per annum from April 2017.
3. £2,479 to PPU to cover salary increases for the Peace Education Project Officer, Peter Glasgow, and the WW1
Project Co-ordinator, Jan Melichar. 
4. £900 to PPU for the updating and printing of the booklet Remembering War.
5. £150 to Bill Hetherington, the PPU Honorary Archivist, to refund expenses he incurred in attending the WW1 Consci-
entious Objection Conference in Leeds in March 2016 and the 10th Peace History Conference in Leeds in October 2016.
6. £693.50 to PPU for Symon Hill, the PPU Co-ordinator to travel to and have accommodation at the NUT Conference
in Cardiff in April 2017 and to fund the printing of a new leaflet on Peace Education to be issued at the Conference.
7. £277 to PPU to cover the annual cost of the Remembering the Men Who Said No website.
8. £107 to PPU for Jan Melichar, the WW1 Project Co-ordinator, to carry out CO research at the Hull Archives
Centre.
9. £50 to PPU for the hosting of pret.org.uk.
10. £500 to War Resisters’ International to assist with the mounting of an educational seminar in London on
‘Stopping the War Business’. This will be paid in the next financial year. 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT - year ended 31 March 2017
                                                         General    Restricted        TOTAL  Year ended
                                                             Fund           Fund        FUNDS        31.3.16
                                                                   £                 £                £                  £
RECEIPTS
Legacies                                                       0                 0                0         15,240
Donations - general                               5354                             5354            4175
Tax reclaim on donations                              0                 0                0                  0
Bank interest                                          1140                 0          1140              783
TOTAL RECEIPTS                                  6494                 0          6494         20,198

PAYMENTS
Direct charitable expenditure
Grants - Peace Pledge Union                  4506                 0          4506         60,239
Grants - Individuals150                            150                 0                0                  0
Peace Pledge Union - Annual                4,000                 0         4,000           4,000
Annual Review costs                                    0                 0                0              485
Trustee expenses                                      150                 0            150                56
Publicity and advertising                              0                 0                0                  0
Other expenses                                            0                 0                0                  0
Sub total                                             8,806                 0         8,806         64,295
Management & administration of charity
Secretarial expenses                                 300                 0            300           1,590
Independent Examiner's fee                     360                 0            360              340
Sub total                                                660                 0            660           1,930
TOTAL PAYMENTS                                 9,466                 0         9,466         66,225
Net income to funds                            -2,972                 0        -2,972       -46,027
Total funds brought forward             104,692                 0     104,692       150,719
Total funds carried forward               101,720                 0     101,720         104,69



Future work
The WW1 Project Co-ordinator, Jan Melichar, will continue research, design and devel-
opment of the Remembering the Men Who Said No website and associated material
such as an interactive map. A key expansion of the site will be the development of re-
lated teaching resources to enable students, and indeed anyone, to explore the multi-
plicity of objections to war – objections as relevant today as then. Central to this will
be soliciting material about COs from around the country and integrating this into the
site as well as forging links with people and groups who are researching COs in their
locality.
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“Mere praise of peace is easy, but ineffective. What is needed is active
participation in the fight against war and everything that leads to it.”

Albert Einstein. 

The objects of the Trust are:
1.the advancement of the education for the public benefit by the provision of advice
and information on the causes and effects of war and violence and their peaceful
resolution;
2. the conduct of research into the causes and effects of war and violence in society
and into the history of peacemaking, and the publication of the resul of such re-
search.
Trustees

Trustees: Florence Assie, Albert Beale (representative Trustee nominated by the PPU),
Lucy Beck, Jeff Bolam, Ed Evans and John Morris continued to serve as Trustees
throughout the year. John Morris served as Chair and Lucy Beck as Treasurer. 

Administration
The Trustees wish to record their continuing appreciation for the resources and facili-
ties provided for them by the PPU staff. Annie Bebington handles the administrative
work, including donations, tax reclaims, mailings and meetings. Jan Melichar updates
the website and designs the PRET leaflet and Annual Review. For this essential adminis-
trative work the Trustees pay PPU, as well as for the occasional use of an office and
meeting room.



Can you help?
Do you have or know some-
one who has a WW1
conscientious objector 
relative?
Might you be able to help
with research in your locality?
If so please go to 
bit.ly/cointouch

Stone from the ‘conchie wall [bit.ly/COWALL] in Dartmoor at the PRET sponsored exhibi-

tion. Details and  visits see bit.ly/COEXHIBITION


